
[image: image1.png]


  [image: image2.jpg]~

&3 Ceslovo Miloso metai
2011 Czeslaw
Milosz Year



        [image: image3.png]


        


Institute of Lithuanian 

Literature and Folklore

International conference „Times and Places of Czeslaw Milosz“

Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore and Vilnius University

Sponsored by the Science Council of Lithuania and the The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of Poland („Milosz 2011 – Promesa”)

June 27 – 28, 2011, Vilnius

The one hundredth anniversary of the Nobel Prize winner Czeslaw Milosz (1911- 2004) provides an important opportunity to reflect on the influence that this writer and intellectual as well as his creative work bear on the modern consciousness. Czeslaw Milosz's texts reveal multiple relations with the place and time, the elements that create the microcosm of each man’s life. His work encompasses more than just one framework of geographical or cultural space, one historical time, or one cultural memory. It is multidimensional and multi-voiced, incorporating experiences from different locations, parts of which had disappeared and then later reappeared during the twentieth century.
The spaces of Czeslaw Milosz that in his poetry serve as the most important guidelines in search of reality and meaning include Lithuania, Poland, Central and Eastern European region, France, and the United States of America.  Those spaces are Milosz’s favorite cities, first of all, Vilnius, Krakow and Paris, whereto his imagination and memory kept coming back; those spaces also include different types of natural landscapes of the Šeteniai (Szetejnie) and Nevėžis (Niewiaża) coasts,  Krasnogruda and the lakes of the Seinai (Sejny)  region, southern France and the Mediterranean Sea Basin, the scenery of the Pacific and the Gulf of California. These sites are not only the geography of Milosz's life, but also his creative work’s metageography, the topic of his identity. Localized experience, loyalty to tradition, inter-cultural identity and reflection of the universal human condition uniquely complement each other in his work.
Time dimensions that Milosz's work unlocked and always paid close attention to are equally multiple and complex.  From the catastrophe of youth, his texts present a tragic and controversial historical experience of the 20th century Europe; they also maintain a strong connection to the memory of different times in the past. Milosz's works are characterized by emphatic embodiment into the human situations of the pre-Christian Europe, the 16th century, the beginning of the 19th or the middle of the 20th century. His work is open to the inevitable and vital change of the human world, but it also testifies to the endurance of his profound experience. In his texts, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania carried on its "afterlife”, while Milosz continued to identify himself with its historical concept of citizenship in the 20th century. On the other hand, his ability to move forward in time would lead him to the contemplation of the future of European culture, while emphasizing the importance of the eschatological imagination of contemporary literature.
At the conference, we propose to discuss the ways  the topography, time perception, and historical imagination in Milosz's work  relate to the problems of personal  identity, moral choices, intellectual and political standpoints. We propose to consider Milosz’s legacy in the cultural contexts  of Lithuania, Poland, Central and Eastern Europe, France, and the U.S. 

Presentations should not exceed 20 minutes in length.

Please submit the titles and abstracts of the conference presentations (up to 300 words) by the January 31, 2011 to Dr. Mindaugas Kvietkauskas via email at “kvietkauskas@llti.lt.” You will be informed of the inclusion of your presentation in the program prior by February 15, 2011.

The conference will be held at Vilnius University in the Lithuanian, Polish and English languages. Simultaneous translation is being considered.


Travel, accommodation and meal related expenses of the conference participants will be covered by the organizers.


After the conference in Vilnius,  the cultural events of centennial celebration programme “The Route of  Milosz” will continue in Kaunas, Kėdainiai, Šeteniai,  and Krasnogruda (Poland) on June 29-July 1. Conference participants will be invited to take part in these events as well and to visit the most important places connected to Milosz and his family’s history. Further information on these festivities and on the organization of your travel via “The Route of Milosz” will be sent to you separately.

Conference organizers:
Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore (Director Dr. Mindaugas Kvietkauskas)
Center of Polish Studies at Vilnius University (Dr. Teresa Dalecka, Danutė Balašaitienė)
Department of Lithuanian Literature of Vilnius University (Dr. Brigita Speičytė)
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